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WISOSbLAN YT. 
~OFOR THE CHAISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST. 
LEMARKER. No. 2. 
SLANDER—(coxninven.) 


* No, ’tis siander; 
Whose edge is sharper than the sword; whose tongue 
Ontvenoms al! the worms of Nile; whose breath 
Rides on the posting winds, and doth belie 
211 corners of the world.” 

In destroying the reputation of an individual, a 
threefold murder is committed; happiness, char- 
acter, and with men of tenacious feelings, the sa- 
crifice of life frequently follows; he cannot view 
ihe destruction of all his fond hopes by the viper- 
eus fangs of slander, unmoved; his character ts 
“che immediate jewel of his heart ;” the vital spark 
ihat animates him to ail that’s noble, generaus 
aud brave; it is his sole dependence ; the source 
irom which all real satisfaction must flow; the 
rock on which he builds the foundation of his pre- 
sent and future happiness; it is his all! Attack 
this, and all the indignant feelings of an injured 
man burst into a blaze at once; destroy it, and he 
croops—he withers—he dies! But it does noi 
end here; itis not only a personal but also a pub- 
i:c injury ; a depredation committed on society at 


darge ; it has bligited the hopes and expeciations 


b= 














of near and dear Triends, and connexions; it has 
wrested from society its principal ornament. 

Purity of prioc:pies is not always a protection 
from defamation! No, for 

* Be thou as chaste as ice, as pure as snow, thou 
thalt not escape calumny.” 

Noman who has a heart to feel another’s woes, 


can for amoment, reconcile the idea of encourag- time, they are guilty of offending against some of 
ing by any manner of approbation, the least word | the simpiest rules of christian decorum. We 
, propose here to speak only of the violation of one 
perse ; every honorable, noble minded individual | 
would scorn the thought! He judges from the, 
value of his own reputation, the probable worth |Savieur to an equality with God himself, should 


or action that has a tendency to traduce or as- 
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Pe by the parable of the Pharisee and Publican, 
== ithe danger of arrogating to ourselves uncommon 
INCONSISTENCY IN RELIGION, ‘sanctity, and boldly pronouncing sentence upon 
Turre are some Christians, (we will not say the errors of others. Jtwas his éhief Apostle too, 
sects, for we fear theie are some of every denom- who askeg,,‘*W ho A ee 
‘nation) whose conduct it is difhe ult to reconcile mun’s servant ¢ To is own master, he staideth 
with their professions. Inconsistency of any kind or falleth.” It is a task which we do not feel de- 
is an evil against which we should always en- sirous of undertaking, to reconcile these precepts, 
deaveur to guard ourselves. From motives of and many others which we have been accustomed 
mere worldly prudence, from a wish to secure a to consider as high authority, with the conduct of 
rood measure of success and fair reputation, it is some among us, It isa fact, as deplorable as it is 
vest that all our actions be in the strictest harmo- undeniable, that with many, practice is every day 
ay with all oar prefessions. A different course of becoming less and less the test of moral excel- 
conduct, a wilful violation of those very rules of. lence, and that high and all-important truth, * by 
honourable dealing which we prescribe to others, their fruits ye shall know (hem,” is either for- 
would justly draw upon us the severe reproach gotten or disregarded. This proud and censort- 
of all with whom we are concerned, ‘The value gus disposition of professed christians, is carried 
of this consideration is ceriainiy not a little en- even into the observance of the most solemn rites 
hanced, when we find that it is confirmed by the; of our religion. And they who call themselves 
pure precepts aad high sanctions of our holy re-| ihe disciples of the lowly Jesus, who condescent- 
iigion. Indeed, any consideration, which can/ ed to sit down with publicans and sinners, and who 
claim our regard when viewed merely in relation | celebrated his Supper with those who were then 
to this life, must essume an incomparably greater) entirely ignorant of his true character, the fullow- 
importance, in the concerns of another and an ers of such a master, presume {o judge of the fit- 
endless life. The inconsistent christian, if the; ness of their fellow mortais to approach this In- 
expression be allowable, is, of all the enemies which | stitution :—Nay, they presume to reject those, 
religion has to encounter, the most dangerous ; | who, though they may wear a wedding-garment, 
and this danger is increased, in proportion as he, do not wear one of the same colour with their 
is heard to talk much about the importance of re-| own. ‘I'hese things, we are bold to say, ‘* ought 
ligion; to exalt above measure the models for; not so to be.” It would seem a task quite diffi- 
imitation prescribed by the gospel; and to lavish: cult enough for such frailty and ignorance as oars, 
his censure freely upon all, who are not as ready | to examine our Own motives, and prepare our 
as himse}f to make this their continual theme of, own hearts for the right discharge of our religious 
discourse, whatever be their conduct. duties. “If we would judge ourselves, we should 
‘These remarks, applicable in themselves to all,! not be judged.” ‘Until we de this, it will hardly 
may be applied, we think, wilh pecpliar proprie-, be safe for us to take the judgment-scat of Him, 
ty to those, who boast loudly of the superior ex-} who alone seeth the heart. 
cellence of their own creed, while at the same = 
WOR THE CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST. 


REFORMATION. No. 2. 
“ The chief study of mankind is man.” 


Tris passage from Pope, will admit of many 
constructions and various applications. I have 











of these rules. It has always seemed to us sur- 
prising, that that class of christians who exalt our 


from that judgesi agjother. 


of another; all his feelings of humanity revolt not be content to waik in his sieps—should as- 
with horror from the idea of attacking that in an-jsume an authority far higher than He ever exer- 
ether, wh.ch to himself is so precious! No, it is cised while on earti; on authoriiy over the con- 


the worthless, the hardened, the corrupt heart. 
that can delight itself in such practices; for the! 


calumniator never conirouts his victim with open 
ungualified assertion, but be groveis about in the 
dark. and advancing to your back itke a base bra- 


sciences of men. We are ignerant that a single 
precept can be found in the New Tesiameat, 
countenancing ihis arrogant assumption of an ex- 
clusive right to sit in Judgment upon the opinions 
of our ‘ellow-men. Where de we iind the Saviour 


vado, cowurdly assass.nates, what he dares not|of men, who “knew what was in man,” condemn- 
boldly murder. ing the opinions of these about him? No people 
Mark if wien you will, that man who has one | could be farther from entertaining right views of 
ear open io ls neighbours foibles, the other clos-] bis character and kingdom, than were the Jews 
ed to his mer.ts, and who is carefully watching | at the time of his appearance. Even his twelve 
every opporcuaily to giut his voracious appetite | Disciples appear to have been whoily ignorant of 
in promulgating all the httie scandals of the day,! the spiritaal nature of his religion, until after his 
with every exaggeration his futile imagination can | ascension, and to have.cherished their favourite 
invent; [say mark him! fle is a senseless, heart-| opinion, that he was to be their Prince and De- 
less, pitiful, drivelling scoundrel, end beneath the! liverer. But do we find him condemning them 
honest contempt of every man ot proper feelings. or this account? On the contrary, ali his reproof, 
re ae oe ee me las every one must know, was directed against 

Three ladies beionging to the religious order! conduct. 
of Ursulines at Quebec, who lately left this port,' ed opposition to his religion, and obstinate insenusi- 
for New-Orleans, on board of an American vessel, ' bility to the solemn and affecting truths which He 
were captured by the pirates; but, fortunately, | was sent to reveal—these were the objects of his 
on the following day, they were released by a censure. It was He who said, “Judge not, that 
British ship of war.—NV. Y. pap. lye be not judged ;” and it is He, who has taught 











been induced to ruminate on the above quotation 
more particularly on account of certain transactions 
of a late date, which have opened a field for the 
most extensive study of human nature, in all its 
various forms and characters; | mean those of the 
giorious “Reformation.” Was there ever a better 
opportunity for a. speculative genius, or a young 
and rising generation, to study characier and learn 
oratory? Here the lights and shadows of human 
life are exhibited, and liberty given for persons 
of every size, condition or complexion, to display 
their versatility of talents to the greatest advan- 
tage, in the art of speaking and acting. 

‘These things were more forcibiy impressed on 
my mind, an evening a short time since, when | 
attended one meeting out of nipe or ten that are 
usually held at the same house every week. | 





was met at the door by one of the society, aud 
was told that the pews were public on such occa- 


ne must _8SAnst” scons, and was requested to walk in. 1 did so.— 
Their pride and hypocrisy, their wick- 


‘The house was crowded almost to suffocation. T 
could find no seat empty, and was under the neces- 
sity of standing up among many others who were 
crowding the passage-way. | was a little startied 
on my eatrance, by the loud voviferations of a 





neat dressed gentieman, with a high forehead; une 
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derstood from a person at my elbew, that the seemed to concentrate and attract the observation! 
speaker was Grand Master of Ceremonies. Iwas of most of the spectators, was a fine lot of boys, 
surprised at his loud manner ot speaking; and and girls apparently from the age of eight years 
somewhat curious to know the cause. | inquired uo to that of eighteen or twenty; they appeared 
of a bystander whether the audience were troubled to be much agitated and frightened, and in great 
with deafness? he replied in the negative; and as distressof mind. ‘They were surrounded by others 
I appeared to be a stranger to their manner of something older than themselves, who appeared 
worship, he observed, it was the custom always to be entangled in the same labyrinth of difficulties, 
in cases of “Reformation,” for the speaker to strain and therefore, not in a situation to aid and assist 
his voice to the utmost, and at the same time, to their young companions in trouble to escape from 
accompzny his words with gesticnlations sufficient- the clutches of the creature who appeared to hold 
ly violent to correspond with his argumeat. All them in durance vile. All of this was attended} 
this, he proceeded to say, was not on account of with no little noise—some were singing—some 
any pecaliar deafness of any party concerned, di-  praying—-some exhorting—-some declaiming— 
rect or indirect, but owing more particularly to some denouncing the whole human race as a vile 
the apparent dull and lethargic state of mind un- |set of monsters, and fit subjects only, for perpetua! 
der which some part of the audience appeared to incarceration. I had heard, that judging from ex- 
be labouring ; and in such cases, it required the perience was very proper sometimes, and conclud- 
most horrid denunciations and active measures to ed this a case in point. Here a young lady was 
rouse them toa proper sense their awful situation recapitulating certain pleasing sensations she had 
by nature. Observing, as | imagined, some little enjoyed since her conversion, in dreams, visions 
spice of the sarcastic, in his manner of replying to , and other causes not particularly mentioned ;—a lit- 
my questions, an idea crossed my mind, that he tle further, a small collection of persons of both 
himself had had some experience in that way; genders were singing one of the songs of deliver- 
having put the question to him, he appeared to be | ance, in high glee, with every appearance of en- 
in some considerable confusion; he placed his, thusiasm, and of haying a touch of the fanatica! 
hand on his forehead, for an instant, apparently |fever—Sir Walter Scott’s Gypsies, with a ven- 
for the purpose of subduing some inward trouble; geance!! Amidst this intolerable confusion, I could 
or emotion; the next instant, his face, strongly} but notice the neat gentleman in black, i meation- 
marked with indignation, was tarned towards me.|ed in the commencement; he appeared to be very 
Yes, said he, three years past, in this same house,' humanely disposed, and was continually addressing | 
1 was cajoled, deluded and frighiened, in the same! himself to that part of the audience that are classed 
manner you now observe them operating upon under the feminine gender—speaking kindly to all 
those poor creatures, (pointing to a group of per-, —pcering under the bonnets of some—otiering ad- 
sons of all colours, sizes and ages, near the altar,)' vice to others—and generally pouring the “wine 
and my blood, even at this moment, curdles in my and ot! of consolation” into the afllicted minds.— 
veins, at the thought of my blind infatuation. 1 ‘here was one habit, in particular, | observed he 
was told, and received it as from an oracle, that my; was very much addicted to, but suppose it was all 
Creator was a Being who delighted in the destruc- | for the public good. tn the conversion of souls; | 
tion and misery of His creatures, and that mercy, ;boticed he frequently saluted them by a familiar 
from this Being, could not be obtained but by aud | squceze of the hand; there was one female who 
through a thorough change from *“ nature’s dark- | appeared to suiier considerable pain trom the fer- 
ness into God’s marvellous hght,” and the prayers | vor of this salute, and was on the brink of bursting 
aud intercessions of my friends then present. 1,)out into an exclamation; but | speak merely 
like many others, was deceived, and surrendered | irom observation, and might be mistaken. I felt 
at discretion. he whole club then hoveredja natural and laudable inclination to know who 
around me, congratulating me on my escape from )this philanthropic gentieman was, and from in-| 
“sin, the flesh. and the devil,” and encouraged me io; quiry found that he was the popular favorite of} 
press onward; but, continued he, | have since, to' the “Mteformation” club; and had been the instru- | 
my wociul experience, found it was aila peLusion ; {ment in affecting many astonishing miracles in the | 
and finishing the last word, he twiried about ou, way of conversions, &c.—I have read somewhere, | 
his heel, and leit me to my own reflections. Peor}and I beiieve in the Bible, about the wise being! 
fellow, thought 1, experience is a good thing, if}confounded by certain weak instruments, or some- | 
it is not too dear bought. ¢ was about indulg-|thing to that purpose. ‘To such cominendable | 
ing myself in a soliloquy upon the monstrous folly |icagihs did this gentleman carry his jeelings of| 
and superstition of the times, when my attention benevolence, and the interest le appeared to take | 
was suddenly atiracted by a considerable busile | in the conversion of souls, that he with the great- | 
and movement that appeared to be excited pear | est vehemence, exhorted all those who wished to| 
Upon this, the whole crowd in my vi-| escape destruction and be converted to the true 


ee 








the aliar. 
cluity gave a general rash towards the place of! faith, to come forward to the altar, and he would 


o 
. 


motou; at this instant, ory ears were saluted with | deliver them by prayer—and intimated to those | 
repeated screams aid a great shout from the infect- | young ladies who, troma ridiculous dithidence or vul- | 
ed district. i pressed forward with all imagina-| gar modesty, disliked exposing themselves before! 
ble diligence, and, with sonre considerable diflicul- | the public, that he would come into their pews and | 
iy, at fasi found myself at the scene of action; af- “pray wilh them there; and the “dear ere ture”? 

ter having, by my eagerness discomfited many ;| was as goodas his word; for he actually went into} 
rubbing hastily by one, elbowing the second, and ‘a pew, knelt down between two young ladies, en- 

treading on the toes of a third person, who, as circled each with an arm, and commenced the; 
bad luck would have it, was unfortunately troubled prayerofdeliverance. Wonderful condescension! | 
with corns; he uttered a had-way imprecatiow, imavaculaie love! How transcendantly above ail; 
something between 4 grunt anda how!, and! found earthly reward or recompense!!! | 
ii convenient to decamp as fast as possible irom! In tak’ug this cursory review of the objects be- | 
his neighbourhood ; and, as | before stated, found | fore me, niy eyes accidcntly fell upon a gentleman | 
raveelf in the midst of the commetion. ‘Uhere at about the meridian of life, whose features might 

was contusion with a witness; but | believe some | be calied in some degree siriking—a fall piercing 
of them called it wousimy! it mighi be so, for my |eye—a long pointed nose—and a mouth somewhat 


mind of late has become se conlused, that I scarce- | large—altogether quite an original and open coun- 
ky understand the nature of the term. ‘The first,tenauce. ‘This man, i was told, was second in} 
.! “ant mp i pineal Oishi oO, 
objcets that struck my aliention, and in fact, which command in cases of “Jteformation,” and in all 


cases, in fact, was considered as a kind of an orderly 
Officer to the neat dressed gentleman in black. 


|} At the moment of which | am speaking, he had 


risen from his seat, and haying lit up his counte- 
nance with all the fury of a frenzied fanatic, and 
* grining horribly a ghastly snvile,” he proceeds in 
due form, thrusting out his arms in different direc- 
tions, by way of a flourish to attract attention; he 
then mustering the whole force of his voice and 
manner, commences a most infuriated attack ina 
high style of invective and denunciation, against 
a small number of young men, who probably be- 
ing attracted by the noise and confusion, which 
no doubt strongly reminded them of Babel’s Tow- 
er, had come torward to witness the scene.— 
They appeared to be much delighted, and were 
laughing in full chorus. ‘This appeared to cali 
forth all the ire of the choleric oratorical gentle- 
man, who now in high dudgeon pronounces his 


anathemas of vengeance, with every contortion of 


feature He represented to them their horrid state 
of depravity on accouat of the original sin of their 
great grandfather Adam; he told them they were 
then probably on the brink of an awful eternity, 
from which, as a judgment for their dreadful im 
piety, they could not reasonably expect any thing 
better than to be plunged down into Hell, to be 
engulphed in liquid fire to all eternity; he stated 
to them, that the all merciful, benevoleut, tenderly 
loving God, was that moment pursuing them with 
the “chunderbolts of his wrath” as a just punishment 
for their impious conduct that evening; and uniess 
they came immediately forward and prosirated 
themselves for prayer, they would no doubt be 
giyen over to destruction, and be cut off from all 
hope. He proceeded tor some time in a style far 
too sublime and high seasoned tor my comprehen- 
sion; | thereiore turned my attention principally 
to observe the effect this pure style of oratory might 
have on the nerves of the young men, and to my 
astonishment perceived, that, instead of all the 
fear and trembling that might be expected to be 
the resuii of such a declamation, they were actual- 
ly confronting the worthy speaker with a look not 
a little marked with impudence; one of them in 
particular, had his risible faculties excited to such 
a degree that he positively laughed until he fairly 
showed his teeth in utter derision and contempt for 


isuch stupid bigotry, superstition and fanaticism, At 


this moment my mind became bewildered,and I un- 
consciously fellinto a deep study upon the propriety 
and utility, &c. of such leaders of * Reforimations”’ as 
are engaged in ‘Trade, bringing with them prinied 
advertisements on cards, suspended around their 
necks, recapitulating the articles they have for 
sale. lL imagined this would be a good plan, and 
save them much disinterested trouble for the salva- 
tion of souls. Awaking from my reverie, recol- 
lecting to have heard that the last journa!s contain- 
ed an account of travelling Missionaries, and that 
one of these servants of the public wea! had de- 
camped frem a tavern forgetting to pay his bill, 
and having in his possession a horse-whip worth 
about three doliars, unfortunately the property of 
his host, | concluded | would go home, zet the pa- 
pers, and investigate the subject. Accordingly at 
half past eleven o'clock, 1 lett the house of wor- 
SHIP ! OBSLELRVATOR. 





Barry FEF. O’Merara, Esq, late surgeon to the 


5 an . ’ . . 
Emperor Napoleon, at St. Helena, has been elect- 
/ed an honorary member of the Philadelphia Sled- 


ical Society, as a testimony oi the respect that body 
entertain for his talents and character. 

‘The Delaware Watchman informs us, that a 
quantity of goods were imported, with the follow- 
ing marks: “Indigo blucs, manufactured by J. Steele 
§ Co. Philadelphia. The goods and colors turned 
out to be irash. 
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Christian Philanthropist. 
NEW-BEDFORD, JANUARY 21, 1823. 
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MR. MAFFITT. 
Jam, Musa, jam, majora canemus. [Virg. 

Now tune thy harp, O Muse, to lofty strains, 
Sink, sink, ye lesser lights, since Maffitt reigns ; 
What balmy fragrance fills the liquid air! 
Whatsighs! what glanees! reach your hearts, ye fair! 
Lo! Maflitt comes! trust no false tales, | say, 
Hie now shall be the monarch of the day, 
He siiall complete the wondrous Reformation, 
And spread his fame, again, throughout the nation. 

We announce to thee, gentle reader, in the fore- 
going translation of the Mantuan bard of epic mem- 
ory, the arrival to this South Shore of no ordinary 
personage; and shall plead, in extenuation of this 
lofty announcement, the practice of many nations, 
authentically delineated in the olden and later his- 
tories, of welcoming the entrance of the great to 





( «47 ) 


true. ‘Touch but those strings, and the man falls 
—you have him entirely within your power. Such 
an actor, yes, such an actor is Mr. Maffitt. In this 
province of intellect he is no meteor; he isa fixed 
star. Who is going to put out a fixed star? 

In the second place, he is an excellent singer, 
and an accomplished singer is the second thing 
that is requisite to the suecessin! management of 
Reformations. By an excellent singer we mean 
none other than a person, who having, as in the 
other case, well studied the doctrine of human 
sympathies, applies them well to the doctrine of 
human sounds according to the laws of the gamut; 
and not only so, but one, also, who knows and has 
skill enough to improve the fitting times and occa- 
sions, and perceives when to soothe tlie mind by 
a melancholy air—when to terrify it by a solemn 
air, and when to elate by a merry air—one, in 
fact, who, by the divine melody of sounds, without 
ideas, has the power to make gentlemen weep— 





to make ladies weep—to make litile children weep 


4 
- %y 


icharges affecting his connexion with the Jilethe- 
dist communion, and allow me to add, for it is not 
going too far, with every other communion in Cciv- 
ii society. by what authority have they acquit- 
ted him? This is the point on which our attention 
is now riveted, This authority is either naturally 
werent or derived. Now the Laws of our Country 
and the principles of civil liberty, in ali free gov- 
ernments, allow of no inherent authority in any 
distinct, self-constituted tribunal whatever. Such 
inherent aathority of any individual, or of any as 
sociated body wf individuals, can exist only in a 
| State of Nature, where there is only one kind of 
'law, which is usually denominated the law of the 
| strongest. This authority, then, if it exist at all, 
imust be derived—derived from the people, er 
from the representatives of the people—the peo- 
ple, I say, the only and proper source of all civil 
| power—of all authority whose province it is te 
| recognize crimes and aflix penalties in a republic. 
Now we ask, at what period in our bistory, as a 





‘ “iat ‘ . } ‘ al: ‘ , ioh ; j ; 2» @f ; . ‘ . 
their cities, by the appropriate rehearsal of scraps, —and to make all weep and laugh, and sigh and’ nalion, or as a s‘ate did the people guarantee by 


of Latin and bits of poetry so called, suggested, as 
it were, by the inspiration ef the Muses, Having 
now ushered forth this stranger to thy notice, invest- 
ed with all the customary attributes of ceremony 
and respect, we shall descend from the heights of 
Parnassus, and declare to thee, in plain English, 
in what light he appearstous. ‘There is, howev- 
er, a couplet or so, of Count Zinzendort, towards 
the foot of this celebrated mount, which is a curi- 
osity, and may be added, with propriety, as a sort 
of supplement. It is sufficiently quaint, and is 
hardly surpassed, in smoothness, by any of the 
* Irish Melodies.” It runneth in the following 
whimsical and soething language: 

‘hicken blessed, 

And caressed, 

Little Bec, on Lucy’s Breast, 
From the Hurry 
And the Florry 
Of the Vial thou’rt at Rest. 

Admirably adapted to recent events! and applica- 
ble, by no forced construction, to the rhetoricians 
and repeaters of the present day. 

The * Trial,” which we have read to our sat- 
isfaction, is a curious document, but, being accu- 
mulated into an octavo pamphlet of sixty pages, 
is, in our humble opinion, much too lengthy to ap- 
pear in a newspaper; and, we trust, that, from 
the first view of it, the murmuring of the patrons 
of the New-England Galaxy will cease. 

The object of this celebrated personage will 
be to complete the Reformation, already commenc- 
ed, under rather lowering auspices. And for this 
purpote, he is unquestionably fitted, and admira- 


-bly fitted. For, in the first place, he is an excel- 


lent actor, and an accomplished actor is the first 
thing that is requisite (o the successfu! management 
ef Refornutions. By an excellent actor, we mean 
none other, gentle patron, than a person who, 
having studied attentively the workings of the hu- 
man passions, and the sympathies of the human 
heart, is able, by an artful mancouvreing of the 
tones of the voice, by the apt application of gest 
ure—by expressive pauses—by studied phrases— 
by deep sighs—by heavenly smiles—by well-laid 
emphasis—and by a languid and melodious, and, ai 
sometimes, a tremendous utterance of well pro- 
nounced words—to make gentlemen weep and 
inugh—to make ladies weep and laugh—to make 
litlie children weep and laugh, and all to weep 
and smile—to cry—to sigh and murmur applause 
or conviction at pleasure. Such is anactor. No 
tnatter what is his topic, if well chosen; the same 
stringsin the human heart may be touched by an 
intinite variety of subjects, whetker patriotic, civil 
or religious; but more especially if the actor have 
art enough to convince you that what he says is 


“@ a age i scien 


‘ecy, and murmur applause or conviction—at pleas- 
‘ure. Sugh is an excellent singer, and such is Mr. 
| Maflitt, though our critics say. he quavers and irills 
his notes a little too much. But that is a trifle. 


‘| He is doubtless an excellent singer, and he is an 


excellent actor, and these two qualities are essen- 
tial to the successful management of Reformations. 





Ecclesiastical Court vs. Commonwealth. 
“The divorce of Church and State is an inestimable 
pledge for the firmness and purity of religious prin- 
ciple, as well as one of the most powerful guarantees 
of social tranquillity.” 
Hitherto shalt thou come, and no fartier; and here 
shall thy proud waves be staid.—Jor. 

Men declaim very much about liberty—about 
the liberty of the press—the liberty of the people 
—and about civil and religious liberty; and they 
have aright to declaim about it, and to talk about 
it, for liberty is a dear thing. But they act about 
it less than they talk; and it is to be feared that 
liberty will, by and by, go off in a great noise, and 
that you will hear nothing about it but its report. 

‘There isa growing evil in our land.—An attempt 
has several times been made to unite church and 
state, destroying that salutary divorce which exists 
between them, and which is essential to the very 
existence of liberty. Dut it will never answer.— 
Recent events have increased this evil, and call 
loudly for an explanation. 

We have nothing now to say respecting the 
righteous decision of the Municipal Court ef the 
City of Boston, touching the charges of Mr. Matf- 
fit against J. ‘lV’. Buckingham, Esq. or on the poli- 
cy of that novel point of jurisprudence which has 
permitted the accused, in a certain sense, to be- 
come the accuser, and has authorized the prac- 
tice of turaing upon an adversary his own weap- 
ons. itis enough, that, by an infrangible tribunal, 
this decision and these measures have been con- 
sidered not only politic, but just; not only just, 
but necessary. The Law allows tt, and the Court 
awards ii, aud so be it. 

But there isa point, on which we have a right 
io speak. There is a point on which, ascitizens 
ofa tree couatry, we have power to speak, and 
upon which we are compelled to speak, and to 
speak aloud. An exparte Council of Methodist di- 





vines, in order to retrieve the character of a Aieiho- 
dist minister, from charges affecting his connexion 
with the Metiodist communion, haye onanimously 
acquitted him. Forwhat purpose? ‘lo preserve 
the popularity ef a profesed champion of the 
Methodist persuasion! A very favourable event, 
efiected by very suspicious instruments, for a very 
suspicions purpose! Yes! ‘They have acquitted 
him! Acquitted him from what? From these 
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contract, declared or tacit, to any individual, or to 

any distinct, self-constituted tribunal, the right of 
setting in judgment upon the righteous decisions 
of our Courts and Juries? Was the act of trans- 
fer taken notice of by our Constitution, that load- 
star of liberty? No. Was it recorded in the re- 
ports of our Circuit Court, of our Municipal Court, 
or our Supreme Court, or any other Court? No. 
Is it acknowledged by the moral law? Not even 
by the moral! law, unless the mora! law autioriz- 
es violence done to the civil. Where, then is it 
to be found? No where. It is an assumed author- 
ity. it exists only in the imagination of those 
who have recourse to it for party purposes. What 
is its weighi there? Whatever you please to affix 
to it; but,in our minés, nothing. ‘Thank God! 
the decisions of our Courts and Juries in this land 
of liberty, are final, as they ought to be, and there 
is no power under heaven (hat can alter them, 
May there never be! The moment there shall be, 
that moment we are undone! That moment our 
laws, our jiberties, our rights, and every thing 
else which we esteem most sacred, is at the beck 
of every upstart power ! 

We know nothing of the internal discipline of 
the Methodists, but presume thatit is in itself whole- 
some and salutary. The order, as an order, we 
sincerely venerate and respect. ‘i heir discipline, 
whatever it may be, affects not the present case 
an iota. 

But have not regular Ecclesiastical tribunals 
any power in this country? Yes. ‘They have 
great power, and, by the guarantee of the people, 
and by ihe regulations of cur legal autherities, 
they havea power from which there is no appeal. 
The decisions of an exparte Cownci!, convened by 
an ayzrieved individual, or by an aggrieved church, 
or of a mutual Council, convened by the autual 
consent of these two parties, on points, or offences, 
which have not previously been recognized by 
any legal tribunal. are final, and become the law 
of the lund. ‘Lhe oniy question then before such 
Council is, has this point, er have these offences 
veen previously recognized by any legal tribunal? 
if they have not, their decisions with respect te 
them, whatever they may be, become the law of 
the laad. Af they have, ibey, asa Council, have 
nothing to do with them. Whatever they do or 
Say upon the subject, is vain, impotent, presump- 
tuous and contemptible. They do and say it at 
their peril, and neither God nor man, reason, lib- 
erty, ner common sense will approbate the act. 
They offer a gross insult to the constituted au- 
thorities of our country, and onght not to be 
countenanced, no, not for an hour. 

Beware of precedents— 
Though an old maxim, has enly grown brighter 
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by age ; and we have set it down in oar sketch- a time it produces, is devotion in its maturity; the = 
book as we now lay it down here, as a maxim that contemplation of Deity is devotion at rest; the, 
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is never to be departed from, more especially in execution of his commands is devotion in action.’ 
Praise is religion in the temple, or in the closet ; 
industry, from a sense of duty, is religion in 
the shop or field; commercial 
religion is the mari; the communication of 
consolation is religion in the house of mourn- 
ing; tender attention is religion in the cham- 
ber of sickness; paternal instruction is religion 
at the hearth; judicial justice is religion on 
the bench; patriotism is religion in the public 
councils.” 


2 republic. The infant whom its mother has 
tanght to lisp that emphatic line in its first rehears- 
al, “tall oaks from litile acorns grow,” has express- 
ed the seatiments which a free people ought ever 
to bear in mind on the subject of encroachments. 
Beware of them. ‘hey wili shoot up into a lofty 
form, and raise their head into the very heavens 
before you perceive that they exist. Beware of 
giving to ecclesiastical pastors an arbitrative and 
coersive authority. Allow them a co-ordinate, but 


refuse them, as you value your life—as you value | 


your honor—as you valve your liberty—refuse | 
them an appellant jurisdiction. Remember the 
false decretals of Isidore! rememher the tre- 
mendous acts of John Villth!—remember the 
brutal, the tyrannical, the despotic decrees and 
usurpations of Hildebrand, that Gregory of Gre- 
gories! and then invest, if you dare, in the hands 
of ecclesiastics, an appellant authority. 

We have recently seen the first step taken 
towards the establishment of a hierarchy in this 
country! We have witnessed it for the third time! 
I refer to the case of Dedham; to the case of 
Sandwich, and to the recent case, which has called 
up our attention, The first step towards a hier- 
archy is the assumption of a power to recognize ' 
cases, not merely religious, but civil, with a pow- 
er not only to decide, but to alter those cases ; and 
what are civil cases, but those cases which are, 
brought before civil judicatures, tried by civil 
authorities, and decided by civil juries? These 
things stare us in the face, and whisper into our 
eurs—** beware!” Whisper it, did 1 say? They 
cry aloud, * Look out, Americans, for your Con- ' 
stitution! have an eye upon your liberties! have 
an eye upon the laws of your country! for mark 
us! twenty years shall not elapse like the two 
Jast, before you find your necks bowed down un-| 
der the weight of an intolerable, a despotic, and 
a cursed hierarchy! Think of Henry 1V! ‘Think 
of that freezing winter; of the icy Alps he crogs- 
ed; of the three days and three nights he stood 
naked in the outer couri—in whose outer court? 
Ju that of a clerical despot—praying and beseech- 
ing. For what? For his owncrown. Did he get! 
it? No. And you shall never get your liberties — 
again, if you once put them into the hands of: 
churchmen. Ibave heard men talk of the return’ 
of the dark ages, but had never faith to believe’ 
the doctrine tillnow. ‘Three several times, three 
several councils have started up to close the cur- 
tain which hides from us the light of liberty, of 
glory, of virtue and of peace! If there ever was 
a time, when the press ought to sound an alarm 
in the majesty of its power, it is the present. 
Never were we more willing to write our minds, 
oat, than in this cause—than at the present mo-) 
ment. ‘Never were we more ardent to cry aloud, 
to all who will hear, “beware of precedents!) 
until the mountains ard the vallies, aye and the, 
very heavens should echo and re-echo, “seware! 
BEWARE OF PRECEDENTS !”” 
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ELEGANT EXTRACT. 

Irom a Sermon of the hev. Joseph Francis. | 

“ Let this idea dwell in our minds, that our 
duties to Cod aod our duties to men, are not dis- | 
tinct and independent duties, but are involved in, 
eacn other: that devotion and virtue are not dil-| 
ferent things, but the saime thing; either in dif- 
ferent stages or in different stations, in different) 
points of progress or circumstances of situation.— | 
What we call devotion, for the sake of disisnction, 
during its init.atory aud instrumental exercises, | 


is devotion in its infancy; the virtue which, after} 





_in the west, and portented wind and rain. Mus- 


, bead to tell that the slumberer beneath had once 
been great; it was marked by nought but the plain 


‘ing frosts of autumn from the tree, and as they 
slowly decended to the earth, were silent moni-! 


‘signation, the voice of the “archangel and the 


now cold and still as the clods that covered her ! 


; of the dwelling house of Mrs. Lucy Wells, on 
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From the Dutchess Observer. 


THE GRAVE OF A MOTHER. 


‘And say. when summoned from the world and thee. 
I lny my head beneath the willow tree ; 
Wilt thou sweet mourner, at my stone appear, 
And soothe my parted spirit lingering pear ¢ 
Oli! wilt thou come! at evening hour. to shed 
The tears of memory o'er my nariow bed; 
With aching temples on thy hand reclined, 
Muse on the last farewell 1 leave belind, 
Breathe a deep sigh to winds, (hat murmur low, 
And think on all my love, and ali my woe !” 

lt was a pleasant evening in November that I en- 
tered the grave yard. ‘i‘he moon shone in her 
midnight meridian; not a cloud was visible in 
the firmament, save one dark and heavy, that hung 





ing and wandering among the graves, I paused over 
that of my mother. No costly marble reared its 


simple stone that stood at the head, and the wil- 
low that had been planted by the hand of love 
and friendship bung silently over it. Not a leaf 
Stirred save some that were nipped by the p.nch- 


tors of the approach of winter and decay of man. 

There is something solemn and serious in the 
stillness of ihe grave yard; when the mind is made 
to feel its weakness, and to turn with reverence 
and admiration to that Being who governs the des- 
tinies of all, who speaks in the thunder’s voice, 
and often says to man in the vivid lightning * thou 
shalt die.” He who will go to the grave of a re- 
lative, when the moon is shining tranquilly upon, 
it—when all around is calm and still—wien he 
can dwell with pleasure upon the virtues of him 
who is gone; and prepare to meet, with calm re- 


tramp of God,” can alone describe my feelings 
when standing by the grave of my mother. She 


who bad been to me an affectionate parent, was 


She had exchanged the toils and troubles of this 
vain world for the society of angels and the just 
made perfect.—I was awakened from my revene 
by the rain, which had begun to fali around; tue 
cloud that hung in the west had overspread the 
horizon ; and the wind, as it whispered by, almost 
appeared to pronounce audibly : My son, PrePARE TO 
FOLLOW ! LE. 
— = 
CAUTION TO HOUSE KEEPERS. 

Fire—On Thursday morning last, between four 

and five o'clock, a small wood building in the rear 


Asylum-street, took fire and was consumed. Its; 
contents were wood, coal, and several articles of 
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THE LAST DAY. 
6 Meee trump of God shall sound, 
The book shall be unsealed, 
An earthquake rend the ground, 
The grave its dead shall yield; 
The shrivell’d skies shall roll away, 
The earth shall be on fire, 
The elements retire, 
And man alone survive that fearful day. 
The King of kings appears, 
The Lord of lords is nigh ; 
The world with all its years 
Lies trembling *ue*th his eye; 
Before him go forth burning coals, 
While tiving floods of light 
Gush forth upon his right, 
Around his left incessant thaund’ring rolls, 


fr «=6'T'he records of the soul, 
pu hl 
The histories of men 
Before their Judge unroll 
And he shall read them then— 
The universe is wrapt with fear— 
When e’en the good and just 
Upon his mercy trust— 
“Where shali th’ ungodly and sinner appear !” 








MARRILD, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Clough, Mr. Groner 
“HOCKLEY to MissSusan HAMMOND. 

la Darimouth, by Z. A. Macomber, Esq. Mr. Bur- 
JAMin H. Smirn to Miss Lyoira H. Howranp 

In Dighton, Mr. Alvan Chase to Miss Clarissa Jones 

flo Nantucket, Mr. Samuel Colburn to Miss Peggy 
Ht. W. Riddell. ; 

In Tiverton, Mr. Benjamin Grinnell to Miss Ly dia 
Jtead, both of Little-Compton, . 


DILD, 

In this town, yesterday morning, suddenly, Capt. 
BensaMin litt, aged Gv. tlis funesal wili be te mor- 
row afternoon, at 2 o'clock, from bis jate dwelling 
house, in Water-street. which his relatives and friends 
are requested to attend. 

In Middleborough, 29th ult. Mrs. Chloe Tinkham, 
wife of Mr. James 1',—2e inst. Wiss Ssphia Thomas. 

In Plymouth, 6thinst. Miss Joanna Kempton, wet 64, 


AVTENTION ! 

7ENTIE Artillery Company are regnested to meet 

at Cole’s Hotel on Wednesday evening, 22d inst. 

precisely at 7 o’clock, tor purposes to be made 

known at the time of meeting. Letuone be absent. 
JOUN HARRISSON, Com’ g Officer. 


DLVCT. APE LETON, 
_* AVING received very liberal encouragement 
in the practice of Dent’stry in this town, 
proposes continuing at Col. Nerson’s Hotel twe 
weeks more; or will attend at the houses of such 
as inty preter it. For the information of those 
who may entertain doubts of the efficacy of his 
mode oj practice, he oilers the following 
CERTIFICATE, 
Of Rey. Jona. Wurraxen,. Dr. Wa. C. Warrrincr. 
and Dr. Arexanprr Reap. 
his may certify, that Doct. Isaac H. Apriervox 
has operated in our familes as Surgeon Dentist, 
to our entire satistaction.—His method of opera- 
tion is not only easy and safe, but in our opinion, 
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household stuff, which were destroyed. It is sup- 


| posed the fire was occasioned by depositing HOT } Teeth. 


ASHES.— Hartford Tiimes. 

Cherries were gathered from a tree, near Nor- 
tolk, on the 4th ult. and the snow was failing while 
they were gathering 
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very much contributes to the preservation of the 
We respectfully recommend him to the 
citizens of New-Bedtord and vicinity. 
JONA. WHITAKER. 
WM. ©. WHITRIDGE. 
ALEXANDER READ 
New-Bedford, Dec. 27th,.1822. 
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